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DEPUTY-MINISTER OF WATER AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS, REJOICE 
MABUDAFHASI KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT THE LAUNCH OF THE AIR 
QUALITY REPORT. 
 
DATE: 12 OCTOBER 2009 
VENUE: EMERALD CASINO, VAN DER BIJL PARK   
 
 
The MEC of Gauteng Province, Mrs. Nandi Mayathula-Khoza 
The Mayor of Sedibeng 
Officials from all spheres of Government 
Distinguished guests 
Ladies and gentlemen 
 
It is with a sense of pride and pleasure that I am part of this important occasion. 
Our democratic government is dedicated to ensuring that all the inhabitants of 
our beloved country enjoy the fresh fumes of freedom. This is done by 
maintaining high standards of clean and good quality air. Since 2005, the 
department has hosted the Annual Air Quality Governance Lekgotla, which is the 
premier event for officials from all spheres of government. It is at this platform 
that colleagues and their peers can share experiences and lessons learned 
regarding the challenges of air quality management. The Lekgotla also provides 
the department with an effective platform for informing all spheres of government 
about national Air Quality Act roll-out plans and progress reports. 
 
We also encourage municipalities to implement an atmospheric emission 
licencing system and establish municipal standards for emission. At the recent 
Municipal Indaba we resolved to “provide assistance and guidance to all spheres 
of government as described in the 2007 National Framework for Air Quality 
Management in the Republic of South Africa.” In addition we recommended that 
“each municipality identified as having poor or potentially poor air quality should 
strive to confirm its ambient air quality status with a view to building the 
necessary air quality management capacity in line with the air quality problems 
within its jurisdiction.”   
 
 Our work is reflected in this comprehensive report which shows the enviable 
strides we are making with regard to air and atmospheric quality. Not only does it 
explain the state of air quality using the year 2005 as a baseline, but is also 
provides a detailed and in-depth analysis in areas including human health 
impacts related to inhalation exposures to household and coal and wood 
emissions and emerging air pollution issues associated with the transportation 
sector ,particularly road use. 
 
Moreover, the report showcases cost effective air quality monitoring systems, the 
alignment of air quality to sustainable development, flexible approaches to 
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reducing the impact of air pollution and a cost benefit analysis of strategies used 
to reduce emissions. 
 
In terms of the Constitution we are mandated to use legislative and other 
measures for the progressive defence of everyone’s right to ambient air quality 
that is not harmful to health and well-being. To this end, we  continue to amongst 
others, develop the national policy, legislation, regulations, strategies and 
implementation plans aimed at realizing the right to ambient air, provide 
assistance and guidance to all spheres of government through various means 
including the development of various implementation manuals, regulations, 
guidelines, software, standard formats, templates and best practice case studies 
aimed at efficient and effective implementation of the Air Quality Act and provide 
specialist technical assistance and support to all licencing authorities. 
 
Air quality is fundamental to the existence of humankind. However, we must not 
limit our work to the crafting of legislation and compilation of reports and studies. 
Interventions at grassroots levels and community-based projects are of utmost 
importance in the creation of awareness about the benefits of good air quality. 
Our education campaigns should also be practical and involve communities. This 
is why we introduced the Cleaner Fires Campaigns. 
 
The Cleaner Fires Campaigns are central to the success of air quality 
management and the reduction of air pollution. A shinning example of an 
intervention in this area is the Basa Njego Magogo campaign. This initiative 
promotes the use of indigenous knowledge system in making fire. Communities 
are taught to make environment-friendly fires using an indigenous knowledge-
based fire making methodology. 
 
I humbly request municipalities where coal is used for cooking, space-heating 
and other functions to actively engage with the department and its partners in the 
roll-out of Basa Njengo Magogo. It is us who can make a big difference if we roll 
our sleeves, join hands and work together. 
 
Our domestic economy has also not been immune to the adverse effects of the 
current global recession. Despite the seemingly insurmountable odds, we are still 
dedicated and determined to ensuring that our people enjoy a better life. The 
notion of A Better Life For All is located within a broader paradigm that takes into 
cognizance the critical importance of promoting a safe and clean environment 
within our communities while accelerating sustainable economic growth and 
development. This is why the provision of basic and essential services including 
access to clean and portable water, housing, health services and education rank 
highest on our agenda. Our people will be empowered through the efficient and 
effective delivery of these services. It is also through the delivery of these 
services that we will practically addressing the concerns articulated in the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 
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 It is in these unfortunate circumstances of a global recession that job creation 
has become a pressing priority. We are facing a challenge of creating 
employment opportunities within the constraints of a shrinking economy. It is 
within this context that we are tackling the scourge of unemployment proactively 
through innovative initiatives such as the Expanded Public Works Programme. 
Our aim is not to only create half-a-million jobs by the end of this year, but to also 
exceed this target. We are pulling all the resources at our disposal to achieve this 
goal.   
 
 
The challenges we face has informed our embracing of a sustainable 
development paradigm that prioritises meeting the needs of the present 
generations without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
own needs. We will live up to this commitment. 
 
I thank you. 
 
ENDS. 
 


